
St. Rita Pastoral Council Meeting 
MINUTES 08/31/2009 6:30 – 8:00 PM MODULAR BUILDING 

 

MEETING CALLED BY Father Tom Collins 

TYPE OF MEETING Quarterly 

FACILITATOR Father Tom Collins and Jim Kelly, Council President 

NOTE TAKER Lisa Burns, Secretary 

  

ATTENDEES 

Council members: 
Father Tom Collins – Pastor 
Dave Casey - Deacon 
Jim Kelly – President 
Joe Colello – Vice President 
Lisa Burns – Secretary 
Kitty Boe – Music Director 
Lynn Colello – Director Religious Education 
Michelle Eastwold – Pre-School Director 
Felita Asteinza 
Ellen O’Connell – Office Manager 
Terry Casey – Church Secretary 
Shondra Trantina 
Ken Borick 

 

Agenda topics 

2 MINUTES MEETING OBJECTIES FATHER TOM COLLINS 

DISCUSSION Father Tom opened meeting with a prayer.  Father Tom introduced objectives for the meeting. Jim Kelly  

Introduced Tristan LaNasa – new youth ministry representative. 

 

CONCLUSIONS  

 

 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

   

   

 

15 MINUTES H1N1 VIRUS DR. TONY LANASA 

DISCUSSION 

1. Dr. Tony LaNasa H1N1 discussed items church could do: 

• Hand sanitizer at church entrances 

• Shaking hands during mass 

• Drinking wine during mass 

• People staying home when they are sick and not infecting others 

• There will be 2 flu shots available this fall – regular and H1N1 

2. Father Tom opened discussion to council for procedures for church 

3. Felita shared with council information about Chase Lee – a local boy who passed away recently from H1N1; Dr. 



LaNasa said that young children are at higher risk. 

4. Father Tom presented information from CDC stated that germs are not spread from communion cup. (No 
documented cases.) 

5.  Father Tom recommends all Eucharistic ministers wash their hands before giving out communion. 

6. Shondra asked if Diocese has offered any guidance or directive. Father Tom replied no. Communion is the taking 
of Jesus Christ is full form. 

7. United States Council of Bishops issued a statement per H1N1. Suggests that information be put into bulletin to 
inform parishners of the flu and ways to prevent it. Council recommends priests, deacons, ministers should wash 
hands and/or use alcohol based hand cleaner. Parish members should be reminded for those who feel sick to not 
receive communion. 

8. Father Tom asks that Eucharistic ministers wash hands before and after distribution of communion. 

9. Question was raised how long does virus last on surfaces. Virus can last several minutes rather than hours.  

10. Recommendation to get strong germicidal gel to place around the church for parishners. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 
Council decided as a whole to eliminate cup/wine from communion services during the height of flu 
season. Theological truth of Jesus is in both forms in the communion. 

 

 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

   

   

   

15 MINUTES 
TERMS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS/ELECTION OF 
OFFICERS 

JIM KELLY 

DISCUSSION 

Deanna O’Hare - will be CCW rep – ends in July 2011 
Lisa Burns – term ends in July 2010 
Ken Borick – term ends in July 2010 
Tristen LaNasa – term ends July 2011 
Felita Asteinza – term ends July 2010 
Joe Colello – Men’s Club – term ends July 2010 
Dave Delahoussaye – term ends July 2011 
Jim Kelly – term ends in July 2010 
Deanna O’Hare – term ends in July 2011 
Shonda Trantina – term ends in July 2010 
Bill Linder – term ends in July 2010 

Steve Hammerle 
Patrick McCarthy 
   Are both leaving council – Father Tom will need to appoint 2 new members 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Elections of Officers 
Jim Kelly – President 
Joe Colello – Vice President 
Lisa Burns – Secretary 

 

 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

   

   

 
30 MINUTES SELECT THREE OBJECTIVES FROM NEW GOALS FATHER TOM COLLINS 

DISCUSSION 
• Review of objectives and goals 

• Move Bereavement Committee from its own objective to being part of the objective to 



reach out in support to members in the parish who are suffering. 

• Delete the creation of webinars for those who need support. 

• Discussion of Jeff Cavens bible study program – 8 this year, 16 next year and 16 the 
following year 

• Create a section in the bulletin for bible family activities 

• Delete biblical scholar for a workshop and additional bible devotionals 

• Discussion about a full time youth minister – Tristan offered the program would become stronger with a full 
time person 

• Lyn discussed need for resources for youth group and program 

• Change “hire” to “explore” to youth minister 

• Delete goal of mentoring program 

• Create a DVD – Welcome to St. Rita’s 

• Create new methods to ask for parish volunteers  

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Selection of three objectives: 

1.  Motivate all members of the parish 

2. Finances  

3. Bereavement 

 

 

ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

   

   

 
10 MINUTES REVIEW LAST YEARS FINANCES FATHER TOM COLLINS 

DISCUSSION 

1. Offertory has changed over the years. 2008-2009 income was $462,000. Proposed budget for 
2009-2010 is $485,000. 

2. Growing in Faith budgeted as $0 though church will raise money as people make good on 
pledges. 

3. Last year, 2008-2009 revenue gain (shortfall) was (157,500). But, total non-recurring 
disbursements (fees and permits) were obtained during the 2008-2009 year. 

4. Account balances: 

• Total in savings accounts (7/31/2009) is $441,200. 

• Total in checking accounts (8/31/2009) is $42,000. 

• Total available is $483,200. 

• Outstanding Loan Balance (7/31/2009) is $400,300. 

5. Church as obtained Core of Engineers permit; dated May 11, 2009. Permit states that 
enhancement activities must be completed within 6 months from the date of the authorized 
work or 12 months from the date of permit whichever comes first. 

6. Work to be done on property: 

• Cypress wetlands – enhancement and preservation – 1.61 acres 

• Wet flat woods – enhancement and preservation – 0.57 acres 

• Forested wetland – offsite –  mixed forested wetland -25.9 acres 

7. Don Rutland is working on mitigation process 

8. Ken suggests keeping this process on agenda each month to keep aware of status. 

 

CONCLUSIONS  

 



ACTION ITEMS PERSON RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

   

   

 

OBSERVERS  

RESOURCE PERSONS  

SPECIAL NOTES 

Next meeting in November, 2009 
 
 
 

 


